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FREE GUIDES

To order your free copy call 1300 763 437 or visit thesmhshop.com.au/freeguides

SELLING YOUR HOME

Sponsored by Richardson and Wrench

The Essential Guide to Think of Selling
shows you how to sell your house or 
apartment in today's market. It has advice 
on research, best selling strategies, how 
to choose an agent, affordable makeovers, 
marketing, auction planning and what to
do if your property passes in.

CAR, HOME BUILDING &
CONTENTS INSURANCE
The Essential Guide to Car, Home Building
and Contents Insurance sponsored by NRMA
Insurance explains how to choose the right
insurance policy for your primary assets.
The Guide is a step by step tool to help you
make the right decision when choosing the
company that best suits your needs.

Sponsored by NRMA

Architect key to turning the dream into a reality

S ophiaSymeou (picturedabove)
choseherarchitectevenbefore

she’d found thehouseshewanted to
buyandrenovate.Sheandco-owner
MariaKavallarishad longbeen fansof
architectYvonneHaber’swork, and
intended that shewoulddesign the
updateof theunrenovatedhomethey
were looking tobuy inSydney’seastern
suburbs.Whenthey found thehouse
theywanted, theyevenaskedHaber
heropinionon its full potential before
they bought.
‘‘Itwasasingle-storey, three-

bedroomsemi inabeautiful streetand
hadabeautiful feel,’’ Symeousays.
‘‘Wewanted to renovatestraightaway
butYvonne’s advicewas to live in it for
12months first,which turnedout tobe
exquisiteadvicebecausewechanged
ouroriginal plansa lot.’’
The renovation involvedaddingan

upstairs levelwith twobedrooms, each
with theirownensuiteandwalk-in
robe, andanopen-plankitchenand
livingareadownstairs.
Haber’s role includedthe full design,

getting theplans throughcouncil andall
thenecessarycontractdocumentation.
SymeouandKavallarisusedabuilder
Haberhadworkedwithpreviously, and
Haberhelpedout inpart throughthe
constructionprocess, thoughdidnot
takeona full project-managingrole.
Symeousays theyareastoundedat

theamountof light andspaceHaber
hasconjuredup fromtheexisting
home. ‘‘It’shard to imaginehowyou
canhavesomuchspace inasemi,’’ she
says. ‘‘The loungeareahasnoceiling
beamsandasenseofopenspace.No
draftspersonwouldcomeupwith that
incredible space.’’

OnechallengeSymeoudid face in the
early stagesof the two-yearprocess
wasworkingoutwhen to fight for
thingsshewanted in thehouse, and
when togive in toherarchitect’s
expert advice.
‘‘We’rebothstrongwilledand I did

find it hard to trust somebody,’’
Symeousays. ‘‘Shewasvery faithful to
herdesignand if itwassomethingshe
believed in, shewould fight for it. In the
end, I realised:what’s theuseofhaving
anexpert if you’renotgoing to trust
them?And I reallyhadnovisionofwhat
thehousewould look like.’’
Symeouwasalso immensely

impressedbyHaber’s involvement in
helpingchoose the interior finishes,
rightdowntodesigningbuilt-in storage
for thehome.
‘‘Yvonne is thequeenof storage, so

wehave thishousewith storage
everywhere, but it’squitehidden,’’
Symeousays. ‘‘Forexample, there’s a
verynarrowcabinet facing the lounge
area that’s just right forall the
wineglasses.’’
More importantly, Symeou found it

essential havingHaberonhand todeal
with thevarioushurdlesandhiccups
that inevitablycropup throughevery
buildingprocess.
‘‘Shehadworkedwith thebuilderand

cabinetmakerbeforeandwhen they
got intostrife, they just calledher.’’
Symeou insists itwasHaber’s

architectural trainingandexperience
thatmadeherhousequitesospecial.
‘‘Yousee thedifferencebetweenan

architect-designedhouseandone
that’s not,’’ shesays. ‘‘Iwalk inevery
dayandsay, ‘I lovemyhouse’. It’s a
remarkablespace.’’

Who to contact ARCHICENTRE 1300134513orwww.archicentre.com.auAUSTRALDRAFTINGSERVICE (02)95462708BUILDINGDESIGNERSASSOCIATIONOFNSW
1300669854orwww.bdansw.com.auHOUSEPLANSBYDESIGNwww.houseplansbydesign.com.auYVONNEHABERARCHITECT (02)93000847orwww.yvonnehaberarchitect.com

anyquestionsor issues thatmayarise.
Themaindifferencebetweendraftspeople

andarchitects is that theydonothandle the
contract administrationprocess, anddealing
withbuilders.
‘‘I takeplans right to the stagewhere clients

can just hand them toabuilder,’’ Pstahija says.
‘‘Some clientswantme to comearoundand
have a lookon site during the construction
process but I don’t usually.’’

Aperfect fit
After living in their house for close to20years,
Jenny andBryanMcEwanknewexactlywhat
theywanted for amuch-needed renovation to
their home.Theywere after a second-storey
additionon the1950s timber house, plus they
wanted to openup thebackof thehouse,
convert anexisting garage andaddanew
double garageout the front.
They decided against an architect for

this job, having used one for a smaller
renovation years before and been unhappy
with the results.
‘‘We really didn’twant to go to anarchitect

this time, because you tend to endupwith
their ideas rather thanyour ideas,’’ Jenny says.
‘‘Wehada certain lookand feelwewanted.We
wanted to staywith the timber andkeep the
open-plan layout.’’
Jenny andBryanaskeda coupleof builders

to helpdrawup someplans butweren’t happy
with their designoptions either.
‘‘Our house is fairly openand their designs

just didn’tworkwithwhatwewanted.’’
So theydid some researchon the internet

and foundHousePlansByDesign, a building
design and construction company.Owner
WendyBates runs the companywithher
builder husband, andbuildingdesignerNicole
Porter,whosequalifications include adegree of
bachelor science in architecture and16years’

experience as a buildingdesigner.Wendyand
Nicole visited the site anddid some initial plans,
and JennyandBryanwere thrilled.
‘‘They listened toour ideasand the firstdesign

wasn’t exactlywhatwewanted in termsof look,
but thedesignwas fantasticand the layoutwas
justwhatwewere looking for,’’ Jennysays.
Oneadvantageof goingwith this building

designerwas the fact theywere based in the
area andhadexperiencewith the local council.
‘‘Theirknowledgeof council requirementswas

amazing,’’ Jennysays. ‘‘On thespot theycould tell
useverythingwecouldandcouldn’tdo.’’
BuildingdesignerNicole finalised theplans

andhandled the council approval process.
Jenny andBryanhad their ownbuilder they
wanted touse, andhe tookover onceall the
council approvalswere in place.
‘‘Theyprettymuchhandedover everything

to thebuilder,’’ Jenny says.
WhileWendyandNicole didnot project

manage the construction, theywere available
throughout theprocess to helpwith anyqueries
that cameup.
‘‘Thebuilder rang themonceor twice but

thatwas as far as itwent,’’ she says. The speedy
constructionwasall donewithin12weeks,
while Jennyand family livedon site.
‘‘Therewerenonasty surprises,’’ she says.

‘‘We sourced a lot of thematerials ourselves and
therewerenobudget blow-outs.’’
After a slowstart to find the right experts,

Jenny says theymade the right decision touse
abuildingdesigner andhave endedupwith
exactly the result theywere after.
‘‘Wehada lot of control through theprocess

andour builderwas quite flexible, so itwas
really a goodexperience.’’


